INCIDENCE OF REACTlONAL STATES IN LEPROSY
Thus we have shown that during those months when malarial transmission is minimal there was an average of 18.3 reactions per month ; whereas, in the fo ur months when malaria is prevalent and we did not administer pyrimethamine, the average number of reactions was 33.1 ; and during the fo ur months during the three years when pyrimethamine was given the average number of re actional states was 20.6. Our clinical impression also was that during 1958 when we did not again give pyrimethamine, in spite of improved methods of treatment, especially the use of cortisone and its de rivatives, the severity and persistence of reactions were considerably greater than during the three preceding years when pyrimethamine was used.
Thus we suggest that malarial suppression during the months of highest malarial incidence, using pyrimethamine once weekly in 25 mgm. dosage, is of definite value in reducing the number of re actional states occurring in leprosy patients who have those types of disease prone to develop reactional states. 3. Malarial suppression with pyrimethamine has proved of significant value in reducing the incidence of reactional states in leprosy.
